Valerie

Valerie Cummings, a good friend to FOSH and FOSH members, died on Saturday, 10 Sept. A life-long resident of Plainfield and a graduate of PHS, Valerie lived on Randolph Road in the home which belonged to her parents.

FOSH Treasurer Mary Kolesnyk recalled that Valerie was involved with FOSH when she and her husband moved to Plainfield 19 years ago. Mary said Valerie proposed planting trees along the City’s streets, and FOSH offered assistance.

Valerie remained involved in the organization even while living in a nursing home. In the spring, she read all of the applications submitted by PHS seniors for the FOSH award, making detailed notes. Valerie always enjoyed interviewing students, and being involved in presenting the stipend.

She served as FOSH secretary, helped with house tours and Halloween parties, and hand-delivered fliers for FOSH activities, walking from business to business along South Avenue.

In fact, Valerie walked or took buses everywhere she wanted to go.

According to Mary, Valerie liked traveling, movies and Judy Garland.

Plainfield Police Capt. Edward Santiago worked closely to Valerie when she was a police transcriber, and sent the following statement to Valerie’s friends and former colleagues in the department:


”Valerie was a true professional at what she did......truly one of a kind.  There was no better Transcriber for our investigative reports. As any Detective can attest, Valerie was extremely fast with spot-on accuracy, proper punctuation and spelling. Valerie was also as dependable as they come. Police management knew that the information contained in the sensitive cases she would transcribe daily stood between her and the submitting detectives.

After her retirement, Valerie could be seen walking throughout Plainfield and at various City events.
She will be dearly missed.........”
According to the obituary which Valerie wrote, she graduated from Newark School of Fine and Industrial Art, specializing in advertising design, and took her training to Manhattan, where she worked for a cosmetics company based at Rockefeller Center.

Valerie then used her graphics arts skills for National Starch, then in Plainfield. She went on to the Plainfield Police Department, as Ed Santiago explained. She also was secretary for the municipal employees union for three years.

In addition to her service to FOSH, Valerie was vice president and secretary of the Friends of the Plainfield Public Library.

Valerie also wrote poetry. In June, 2010, Valerie sent me a letter and one of her poems. In the letter she said, “Many of us have had experience with stray or feral . This is one of the poems I have written that seems to reach many who read it.”

She concluded the letter. “I know you are not supposed to give cats creams – but in this case – it rhymes.”

This is how “ALLEY CAT” by Valerie Cummings ends, “Old alley cat, so lean and keen/

Oh, all right.../I’ll get some cream.”

In the short obituary she created, Valerie chose to include, among her survivors, “her beloved cat ‘Inky’.” If you think you might welcome Inky into your home and heart, please contact Mary Ellen Chanda, through FOSH.

On behalf of FOSH, I join Chief Santiago in saying, Valerie “will be dearly missed.”   

