
Tuesday, June 23rd, 2009
Plainfield Block Association Liaison (PBAL) Meeting
Held at United Presbyterian Church
Attendees:
1.  Officer George Rivera – Plainfield Police Department, Liaison Officer for the City of Plainfield, Co-Chairperson of the Plainfield Block Association Liaison meetings
2.  Officer Leslie Knight – Plainfield Police Department, Co-Chairperson of the Plainfield Block Association Liaison meetings   

3.  Mr. Jim Spear – Netherwood Heights and Belvedere Block Association

4.  Ms. Louise Colodne – Belvedere Block Association

5.  Mr. George Rivera – Education Chairperson for the Plainfield Chapter of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) 
6.  Councilwoman Linda Carter

7.  Mayor Sharon Robinson-Briggs 

8.  Mr. Daniel Madison

9.  Mr. and Mrs. Cricket and Carlos Cardozo – Dorsey Place

10. Mr. and Mrs. Vera and Neville Greaves – Rushmore Avenue Block Association

11. Mr. Harold Malzone – Reeve Terrace

12. Director Martin Hellwig – Plainfield Police Department

13. Mr. Milton Murphy – Plainfield Municipal Utilities Authority (PMUA), Recycling Coordinator
14. Mr. James Plummer – Hubbard Area Block Association

15. Ms. Ethyl L. Wheeler – Netherwood Heights

16. Shannon Pacheco - FOSH

Officer Rivera began the meeting at 6:45pm by welcoming and thanking all those in attendance.  He asked those present if there were any outstanding issues that needed to be addressed before the group discussed the first topic on the meeting’s agenda.  To that question, Mrs. Cardozo introduced herself and proposed that a leader be nominated to help facilitate the PBAL meetings going forward.  Responsibilities of that person would include helping to develop meeting agendas as well as organize and invite guest speakers.  To this proposal, Mr. Spear nominated Mrs. Cardozo to be that person and all those present agreed.

As the meeting got underway, Ms. Colodne reported that residents of her neighborhood heard gunshots at approximately 3:00am on June 15th.  According to Ms. Colodne, she was later told that “a gang war was going on that evening,” but that the actual location of the gunshots was unknown.  Other complaints included speeding cars and motorcycles along Belvedere Avenue on Friday and Saturday evenings and speeding cars along Belvedere Avenue, Berkley Avenue, and East 7th Street during morning and evening rush hours.  Per Ms. Colodne, cars routinely travel at upwards of fifty (50) miles per hour along those streets and present a very real danger to pedestrians in that area.  According to both Ms. Colodne and Mr. Spear, a street light maintained by Union County was destroyed some time ago and has not been replaced despite numerous requests by local residents.  In response to these complaints, Councilwoman Carter stated that she would speak to Mr. John Louise, Superintendent of Public Works for the City of Plainfield, and ask that he work with Union County to replace the missing street light as well as replace several missing crosswalks in those areas.

The next speaker was Mr. Greaves who reported increased criminal activity in the vicinity of Rushmore Avenue and West 3rd Street between 12-4pm each day.  Per Mr. Greaves, residents have witnessed “obvious” drug activity as cars drive slowly down these streets, stopping in front of young men who will approach the cars and quickly exchange something with either the passenger or the driver.  To this complaint, Director Hellwig stated that Plainfield has an active narcotics unit and promised to increase police patrols in those areas in an effort to “make the Plainfield Police Department’s presence felt.”  
In addition to increased criminal activity, Mr. Greaves reported increased speeding in his neighborhood and stated that the resident who lives on the corner of Clinton Avenue and 3rd Street has replaced the fence outside of his home five (5) times this year alone.  Mr. Greaves stated that motorists do not stop at this intersection and that a street light is desperately needed to protect the residents of that neighborhood, particularly the children who often play in that area.  To this complaint, Director Hellwig stated that in recent years, the Plainfield Police Department was mandated by the state to focus on identifying gang members in an effort to reduce gang violence/crime.  With that initiative winding down, the police department would now focus more on “quality of life” issues.  In response to these complaints, Mrs. Cardozo suggested that a list of open items discussed at the PBAL meetings be created and maintained.  Officer Rivera agreed to maintain such a list, but it wasn’t made clear who would be responsible for its creation.   
The next speaker was Mr. Murphy from the PMUA who made a brief statement about new waste guidelines being implemented by the PMUA.  Despite numerous requests, Mr. Murphy refused to provide details of the new guidelines, but did offer to speak at individual block association meetings if invited.

The next speaker was Mayor Sharon Robinson-Briggs who welcomed all those in attendance and expressed her desire to continue these meetings going forward.  She stated that the group needed a new name and offered the Plainfield United Block Association (PUBA) as a suggestion.  Mayor Robinson-Briggs remarked that Officers Rivera and Knight were doing a fine job chairing the PBAL meetings and that they would continue to do so.  In response to that remark, Mrs. Cardozo stated that she had been nominated earlier as the Chairperson of these meetings and would be replacing Officers Rivera and Knight in that capacity.  Officer Rivera responded that while Mrs. Cardozo could help organize future PBAL meetings, it would be he and Officer Knight leading them.  A forty (40) minute discussion/debate followed during which Mayor Robinson-Briggs stated that these meetings had been initiated and historically lead by the Prosecutor’s Office and that it was critical to have a member of either the Plainfield Police Department or the Prosecutor’s Office lead the meetings so that local government officials were kept apprised of the problems/challenges facing Plainfield’s residents.  She acknowledged Mrs. Cardozo for stepping in and providing leadership after the Prosecutor’s Office was no longer facilitating the meetings, but stated that the Plainfield Police Department was now responsible for that function and that it was time for Mrs. Cardozo to allow members of that agency to fill that role.  Councilwoman Carter added that there has always been a partnership between Plainfield’s block associations and local government agencies and that they needed to work together to address the challenges facing Plainfield.  While Mrs. Cardozo had several supporters in attendance who felt that a block association member should lead the PBAL meetings and ultimately be responsible for maintaining contact lists and lists of outstanding issues across all neighborhoods, both Mayor Robinson-Briggs and Councilwoman Carter were adamant that the meetings be lead by the Plainfield Police Department.  In response to this exchange (which was quite heated at times), Director Hellwig stated that he would appoint someone from the Plainfield Police Department to provide administrative support to Officers Rivera and Knight with respect to these meetings (i.e. maintenance of various lists, development of meeting agendas, organization of guest speakers) and commented that most of the follow-up on issues discussed during these meetings was handled by the Plainfield Police Department which supports the position that that agency should lead the meetings.
The next topic discussed was National Night Out which is scheduled for Tuesday, August 4th.  The celebrations will begin on Saturday, August 1st with the Plainfield Police Community Policing Unit’s Annual Bicycle Safety Rodeo and National Night Out Youth Day at Library Park from 11am-3pm.  Councilwoman Carter stated that the City Council is sending letters to houses of worship across the city, asking that National Night Out be recognized during services leading up to that date.  There will be a block party held on Tuesday, August 4th at 6pm outside of City Hall (rain or shine).  The city is currently soliciting donations of money, food, or services from local businesses to help support the festivities.  There will be music and free food (i.e. hot dogs, soda) for those in attendance.  Councilwoman Carter also stated that block associations across Plainfield can submit the names of local residents who should be recognized as outstanding neighbors, but the process for submitting names wasn’t made clear.  Mayor Robinson-Briggs remarked that the purpose of National Night Out was to send a message that “Plainfield residents are not afraid and that their spirit will not be broken.”  She also stated that City Hall is interested in organizing events at different parks around Plainfield and that her office would be open to suggestions.  To this comment, Mr. Spear stated that Netherwood Neighbors was planning festivities at the Netherwood train station on August 4th and that he would likely need approval from City Hall to use the space surrounding the train station since the city owns the parking lot attached to the station.  Mayor Robinson-Briggs, along with a woman who arrived at the meeting late, agreed to follow up on the approval process.

The last speaker of the evening was Mr. Plummer who asked the Plainfield Police Department for guidance on gang prevention and stated that complaints of excessive noise from parties and other activity have not been addressed.  Mr. Plummer also asked Mayor Robinson-Briggs and Councilwoman Carter to look into modifying the configuration of the parking lot and playground at the Hubbard School.  Currently, the parking lot and playground share a common space which is creating a danger for local children who play there.  Both women agreed to look into the matter.

Officer Rivera closed the meeting by again thanking all those who attended and announced that the next meeting would be held on Tuesday, July 28th.
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